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Comprehensive Guide to
Immigrating to Russia

The Russian Federation offers a wide range of opportunities for higher education in fields such
as medicine and engineering, as well as for specialised professionals. The following outlines
the main long-term visa and residence permit procedures in Russia.

1. Student Visa

For full-time studies at Russian universities.

Main Requirements:

= Official Invitation Letter: This letter, obtained from a Russian university, is mandatory. It is
issued through the Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) at the university's request.

= Scholarship Opportunities: Many students are sent to Russia annually for medicine and
engineering studies through the Russian Government's "Open Doors" programme or
ministry scholarships.

=  Medical Reports: An HIV test report and other health certificates are required.

Visa Extension:

= Initially, a single-entry visa valid for three months is issued.
= After arriving in Russia, the visa can be extended annually through the university and
converted into a multi-entry visa.

2. Work Visa

Standard Work Visa

= A Russian company must have a government-issued quota authorisation to recruit foreign
nationals.

= The relevant company must obtain a Work Permit and an Invitation Letter through the MVD
(Ministry of Internal Affairs). The employer must follow an extensive administrative process.

HQS Visa (Highly Qualified Specialist)

= A special visa category issued to highly paid specialised professionals whose monthly salary
exceeds a specified threshold.

= In this category, company quota restrictions do not apply, and the visa process can be
completed more quickly.

= Thisis a multi-entry work visa valid for three years, and family members may accompany the
applicant.



3. Private Visa for Family Members

Family Reunion
= Avisaissued to the immediate family members of Russian citizens, including spouses,
minor children, or parents.

= A multi-entry private visa valid for up to one year may be obtained based on a written
statement from the Russian citizen and documents confirming the family relationship.

4, Temporary/Permanent Residence and Citizenship
Establishing residence in Russia is described in two main stages: RVP and VNJ.

Residence Permits (RVP & VNJ)
RVP (Temporary Residence):

=  Atemporary residence permit granted for three years after passing an examination on
the Russian language, history, and law.

VN3J (Permanent Residence):

= An application for VNJ may be submitted after holding an RVP for at least eight
months. This is a permanent residence permit without a fixed validity period.

Special Privileges:

= Students who graduate from a Russian university with a Red Diploma (First Class), or
HQS professionals, may obtain VNJ directly without an RVP.

Citizenship

Main Routes:

General Procedure:

= After living in Russia for five years with a VNJ permit, applicants may apply for
citizenship by demonstrating lawful sources of income and Russian language
proficiency.

Simplified Procedure:

= |fan individual is married to a Russian citizen and has a commmon child, citizenship may
be obtained in a shorter period without the five-year requirement.

Important Notice

Russian visa applications must be submitted in person and cannot be processed through
travel agents. For official information about all required documents, contact the Consular
Section of the Russian Embassy in Colombo.




