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Comprehensive Guide to
Immigrating to China

China is a major destination for Sri Lankan students and professionals. In particular, China offers
a wide range of visa options for higher education through scholarships and for specialised
employment opportunities. The main visa categories and their requirements are outlined below.

1. Student Visas (X1/ X2 Visas)

For full-time and short-term studies at Chinese universities.
Main Visa Types:

X1 Visa: Issued for full-time undergraduate, postgraduate, or long-term research
programmes lasting more than 180 days.

X2 Visa: Issued for short-term courses lasting less than 180 days.
Basic Requirements:

= Admission Notice: An official admission letter from a Chinese university.

= JW201/IW202 Forms: Approval documents issued by the Chinese Ministry of
Education. JIW201 is issued to scholarship students, while IW202 is issued to self-funded
students.

= Foreigner Physical Examination Form: A complete medical examination report obtained
from a government hospital within the previous six months.

Residence Permit:

Students entering China on an X1 visa must visit the relevant local Public Security Bureau
(PSB) within 30 days and convert their visa into a Temporary Residence Permit.

2. Work Visa (Z Visa)

Visa Requirements and Process
A Z visa is mandatory for legally working in China. Working in China on a tourist or business (M) visa
is illegal.

Work Permit Notification:
The Chinese employer must obtain a Notification Letter of Foreigner's Work Permit from the
relevant foreign expert affairs authority (SAFEA) or labour authority and provide it to the applicant.

Worker Classification:

The Chinese government classifies foreign workers according to their qualifications and skills into
three categories:

A - High-end Talents
B — Professionals
C - Temporary/Unskilled Workers

Important:

The Z visa must also be converted into a Work-type Residence Permit within 30 days of entering
China.



3. Visas for Family Members (Q & S Visas)

Q Visa (Q1/Q2)

Issued to family members of Chinese citizens or foreigners who hold permanent residence
(Green Card) in China.

Ql: For long-term family reunification.
Q2: For short-term visits.

S Visa (S1/S2)

Issued to close family members of foreigners who are working in China on a Z visa or
studying in China on an Xl visa.

This includes spouses, parents, and children under the age of 18.

An invitation letter and documents proving the family relationship are required.

4. Permanent Residence and Citizenship

Permanent Residence (D Visa / Green Card)
Obtaining permanent residence in China is considered one of the more restrictive immigration
processes. It is available only to limited categories of applicants.

High-level Investors:
Maintaining a direct investment in China of more than USD 500,000 continuously for three
years.

Senior Professionals:
Working in a senior management position in the Chinese government or a leading company
for more than four years while paying high-income taxes.

Marriage:
Being married to a Chinese citizen, living continuously in China for five years, and having a
stable income and residence.

Citizenship
Obtaining Chinese citizenship as a foreign national is extremely rare.

Under Chinese nationality law, dual citizenship is not recognised. Therefore, a person who
obtains Chinese citizenship must give up their previous citizenship.

Citizenship may be considered based on having close Chinese relatives or making an
exceptional contribution to China. Most ordinary immigrants generally rely on permanent
residence rather than citizenship.

Important Notice

The Chinese visa application process, including the COVA system, and its requirements are
strict and frequently updated. For the most accurate information, consult the Consular
Section of the Chinese Embassy located on Vidya Mawatha, Colombo 07, or the official
Chinese Visa Application Service Center website.




